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This show, set in Folkestone, is most probably best remembered as the big 
Tommy Steele musical.  But this group certainly gave local audiences something 
to remember for a very long time.  
 
Based on the novel 'Kipps' by H.G.Wells it relates the story of a young shop 
assistant as he ventures through life facing all the problems that come his way.  
 
The leading characters were well cast and played their parts with great aplomb.  
Kipps took a little while to settle in to the part, but he soon found his feet (pardon 
the pun) in the 'Economy' number when he was joined by Buggins, Pearce & Sid.  
Their harmony singing was excellent.  
 
Ann reminded me greatly of Barbara Windsor, and was very self assured and 
confident.  She moved well, and her singing was good, especially in the duet with 
Kipps 'Too far above me' 
 
The Walsingham family were under strict matriarchal ruling, and Mrs Walsingham 
kept her postive manner throughout.  Helen Walsingham certainly made her 
presence felt, and her singing was a pleasure to listen to.  Chitterlow was superb, 
and not once did his characterisation fail.  Slight problem with his microphone, 
but this did not deter from his performance.   
 
The big musical numbers were extremely well choreographed and performed 
with great confidence from the youngest to eldest member of the cast.  'Flash 
Bang Wallop' certainly deserved the applause it received. 
 
The set, although fairly basic, was good, and the back cloths were used to great 
advantage especially in the 'What Should I Feel' number. The costumes were 
just right for the period, and the lighting was good.  
 
A minor critisism ,( which unfortunately occurs too often )  was that the orchestra 
was far too loud.  Surely their job is to accompany ! 
 
Another excellent show from this very talented group, and full marks for the 
'Loyal Royal Salute' at the beginning. 
 



 


